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nr^HE following Memorials were

-^ prefented and read in the Houfe

of Reprefentatives of the United

States, on the eighth day of Decem-

ber, 1791 5 when they were referred

to a fele£l committee.

The Congrefs having made no

further progrefs in this bufmefs, the

Pennfylvania Society conceive it to

be a matter of general importance

that thefe' Memorials fhould be pub-

lifhed, for the information of their

fellow-citizens, and for the encou-

ragement of the friends of univerfal

liberty, both w^ith us and in Europe-

And
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And we truft it will appear, that the

different Abolition Societies, within

the United States, have neither been

deficient in their endeavors to pro-

mote the laudable purpofes of their

inftitution, nor in a due refpeft to

government in their mode of appli-

cation.

Having thus, as humble inftru-

ments, performed what we believe

to be our duty in this inftance,

we chearfully wait for the refult

—

and leave the bufmefs at prefent,

with a confidence, that the Great Dif-

pofer of all human events will, in

his own time, abolifh the inhuman

and iniquitous cuftom of enflaving

our fellow-creatures.

Philadelphia^ January 2, 1792.
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To the Senate and Representa-

tives of the UNITED STATES—

The PROVIDENCE SOCIETY, for

promoting the Abolition of Slavery, for the

Relief of Perfons unlazvfilly held in Bon-

dage, and for improving the Condition of

the African Race—confifting of numbers

of the Citizens of the Diftrids of Rhode-
Island and Massachusetts, and o-

thers, incorporated by law :

AI03T RESPECTFULLY SOLICIT THE ATTENTION

OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE UNITED STATES

TO THE SLAV^E TRADE.

LTHOUGH it has been the pohcy

of the American Union to fuffer the

powers of authorifing domeftic flavery,

and of importing Haves into the United

States, for a hmited time ;
yet, under our

prefent excellent Conftitution, Congrefs

a '' have
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'' have authority to reflrain the citizens

" of the United States from carrying on
" the African trade for the purpofe of
'•' fupplying foreigners with flaves, and to

'' prohibit foreigners from fitting out vef-

" fels in any port of the United States, for

'' tranfporting perfons from Africa to any
'' foreign port."

The falutary regulations already adopt-

ed, for fecuring the rights of the Indian

nations on our weftern frontiers, are con-

fidered as a pledge to the world of the

humanity of Congrefs : and, while the

means of fecuring our own citizens againft

a deplorable captivity among the favages

of this continent, or the cruel pirates of

the Mediterranean, are under inveftiga-

tion, it is our earneft defire, that the means

of protefting the people of foreign coun-

tries againft fimilar outrages on the facred

rights of humanity from our ov\^n citizens,

may alfo be the fubjecl of deliberation.

That the flave trade, as it is carried on

in Europe, and by fome individuals here,

is not only againft the facred laws of the

great Ruler of the Univerfe, " who hath

'* made
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'' made of one blood all the ._ations of

*' men/' but that it is alfo injurious to the

true commercial intereft of a nation, and

deftruftive of the lives of feamen, has

been proved, by a courfe of reafoning

and experience, fo plainly, \vc conceive,

as to require no further elucidation.

For feveral years laft paft, many of the

greateft and beft characters in Europe

have laboured to reform the commercial

fyflems there adopted, by a total abolition

of the flave trade. But, whether Great-

Britain or France will have the credit of

firft overcoming deep-rooted prejudices

and miflaken policy, and of taking the

lead in reformation on this fubjecl—or,

whether the force of cullom and habit

will, for a longer feafon, ftifle the voice

of truth and humanity in thofe nations,

time is yet to difcover.

It is happy for us in this particular, that

there is the utmofl reafon to hope, that

our commercial fyftem, yet in embryo,

will be ftrongly impreffed with thofe great

principles of natural and political law,

which gave birth to the late Revolution,

and
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and form and confiftency to this great em-

pire.

The nations in Europe who carry on

this iniquitous traffic, and thereby furnifh

their own colonies with labourers, flatter

themfelves with advantages, not to be con-

templated by the government of the Unit-

ed States ; whofe citizens, fo far as they

are concerned in it, offer themfelves as

volunteers in a fcene of cruelty and

blood, and become the authors of the

moft painful flavery, merely to accumu-

late private wealth.

The capital flock employed in this trade,

cm its prohibition, it is conceiv^ed, might

be employed to much greater public ad-

vantage in the fiflheries and other branches

of commerce, or in manufaftures, for the

eftablifhment ofwhich nothing feems more

wanting than capital ftocks.

But, it is not the objefl; of this addrefs

to enter into particulars ; without bring-

ing the fubjcft up to view, we fhould have

failed in a duty we owe to thofe who are

endowed with our common nature. The

wifdom and goodnefs of Congrefs, we
have
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have full confidence, will fuggeft and fe-

cure the execution of the moft effeftual

meafures for making the juftice and hu-

manity of the nation commenfurate with

its jurifdiftion.

(Copy.)

By order of the Society,

(Signed)

DAVID HOWELL, PrefidenL

Providence, Dec. 28, 1790.
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Connecticut

To the Honorable the Senate and

House of Representatives of

the UNITED STATES of AME-
RICA, in Congrefs affembled

—

The PETITION and ADDRESS of

the CONNECTICUT SOCIETY,
for the promotion of Freedom, andfor the

relief of Perfons unlawfully holden in

Bondage

:

HUMBLY SHEV/ETH,

T^HAT, from a fober conviction of the

unrighteoufnefs of flavery, your pe-

titioners have long beheld, with grief, a

confiderable number of our fellow-men

doomed to perpetual bondage, in a coun-

try which boafts of her freedom.

That, though all men are of the fame

fpecies, and by nature have an equal claim

to
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to all the enjoyments of life, it has been

the unhappy policy of this country, to

impofe flavery and want on thofe who are

brought from Africa ; while we hold forth

the profpefts of liberty and plenty to emi-

grants from all other countries.

That the principle, " that the labour of

" flaves is necelfarv to the due cultivation

" of our land/' has introduced a com-

merce in the human race far beyond the

pretended neceffities of our country, and

has led the citizens of thefe States into a

very extenfive trade for the fupply of

other nations with flaves—a trade, in the

end, generally unproduftive to the adven-

turers, always deftruftive to the lives and

morals of feamen, and, as relative to the

viftims devoted to flavery, moft inhu-

man, not only vv^ith refpect to their fub-

fequent fituation, but efpecially during

their paffage.

Your petitioners arc fully of opinion,

that calm reflection will at lad convince

the world, that the v^hole fyftem of Afri-

can llavery is unjuft in its nature—impo-

litic in its principles—and, in its confe-

quences.
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quenceSj ruinous to the induftry and en-

terprife of the citizens of thefe States.

From a conviftion of thefe truths, your

petitioners were led, by motives, we con-

ceive, of general philanthropy, to afTo-

ciate ourfelves for the proteftion and af-

liflance of this unfortunate part of our

fellow-men ; and, though this fociety has

been lately eftablifhed, it has now be-

come generally extenfive through this

ftate, and, we fully believe, embraces, on

this fubjeft, the fentiments of a large ma-

jority of its citizens.

With fuch fentiments, we, your peti-

tioners, efteem it our indifpenfable duty

to join with other focieties, inftituted for

the fame purpofe, in requefting the inter-

pofition of the Supreme Council of the

nation in behalf of that unhappy people,

to check the progrefs of this evil fyftem,

and, while it exifts, to meliorate the con-

dition of the unfortunate fufferers.

Your petitioners rejoice that the fubjeft

excited the attention of the Houfe of Re-

prefentatives the laft feffion ; and, though

it is by no means requefted that Congrefs

b will
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will enacl laws which would impugn the

Conftitution of thefe United States, or be

inconfiftent with the general welfare of

their country, yet your petitioners ear-

neftly pray, that Congrefs will exert the

powers conftitutionally vefted in them, to

pafs fuch laws as will prevent, as much as

poffible, the horrors of the flave trade

—

will prohibit the citizens of the United

States from carrying on the trade, for

the purpofe of fupplying foreigners with

flaves—will prohibit foreigners from fit-

ting out veflels in any port of the United

States, for tranfporting perfons from Afri-

ca to any foreign port—and, as far as pof-

fible, will alleviate the fufferings of thofe

who are now in flavery, and check the

further progrefe of this inhuman com-

merce.

Your petitioners, alTuring your Honors

that their united exertions will ever

aim at the happinefs and profperity of

the American Republic, chearfully fubmit

this their requeft to the wifdom of Con-

grefs, with full confidence, that that ho-

norable body will ever purfue the great

objefts
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objefts of all good governments, to in-

creafe the felicity, and meliorate the con-

dition, of the human race.

IN the name, and by order, of the

Connefticut Society, for the pro-

motion of freedom, &c.

EZRA STILES, Prefident of

the faid Society.

Simeon Baldwin, Secretary.

New-Haven, Jan. 7, 1791.

(Copy.)
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jBteto-porfe.

To the Honorablathe Congress of

the UNITED STATES of AME-
RICA—

The MEMORIAL of the NEW^YORK
SOCIE TY, for promoting the Manicmif-

Jion of Slaves, and prote.Elingfuch of them

as have been, or may be, liberated.

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

TPHAT your memorialifls have long
-- contemplated, with pain and horror,

the inhuman traffic carried on to the coaft

of Africa, for the importation of flaves.

They confider this trade fo repugnant

to the principles of humanity, to thofe

ideas of the rights of mankind which
form the bafis of the government of the

United States, and to the benign fenti-

ments of the Chriftian religion, that it

ought



[ H ]

ought not to receive any countenance

from thofe who profefs to be under the

influence of either.

Your memorialifts regret, that the pow-

ers of the general government are fo li-

mited, on this head, as to prevent their

totally inhibiting, for the prefent, this dif-

graceful traffic.

But, as the manner of conducing it is

attended with circumftances of injuftice

and cruelty, for remedy of which the

powers of Congrefs are competent, your

memorialifts humbly confide, that thefe

powers will be exercifed to alleviate, as

much as poflible, an evil, which cannot, as

yet, be entirely prevented.

Your memorialifts hope, that, while a

number of the greateft and beft men, in

two of the firft nations in Europe, are

afliduoufly employed in endeavouring to

banifli this diflionorable trade from their

own countries, that the rulers of the Unit-

ed States of America, who have fet thef«

nations fo fair an example of refpeft for

the rights of human nature, will not fail

to do all in their power to lefien the mi-

feries
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feries of the wretched Africans, whofc

rights, by this praftice, are fo outrage-

oufly violated.

Your memorialifts, therefore, humbly

pray, that your honorable body will ex-

ercife the powers with which you are in-

veiled, in alleviating, as much as poflible,

the horrors of the flave trade.

And, as in duty bound, your memo-
rialifts will ever pray, &c.

Signed, in behalf of the Society,

MATTHEW CLARKSON,
Vice-Prejident.

New-York, December 14, 1790.

(Copy.)
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To the House of Representatives

of the UNITED STATES—

The MEMORIAL of the PENNSYL^
VANIA SOCIETY, for promoting the

Abolition of Slavery,for the Relief offree

Negroes unlawfully held in bondage, and

for improving the Condition of the Afri-

can race

:

T
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

^HAT, actuated by the fame power-

ful motives of duty which excited

your memorialifts to addrefs the late Con-

grefs on the fubjecl of flavery, in the

month of February, 1790, we are again

impelled to requeft your ferious attention

to the important bufmefs of the Have

trade.

We wi(h not to trefpafs upon your time,

by referring to the different declarations

c made
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made by Congrcfs on the unalienable right

of all men to equal liberty ; neither would

we attempt, in this place, to point out the

inconfiftency of extending freedom to a

part only of the human race. The objeft

of the prefent application is, to intreat

you to confider of fome method fpeedily

to put into effeft the two following Re-

folves, agreed to by the committee of the

whole Houfe, and entered on your Jour-

nals in March, 1790.

" That Congrefs have authority to re-

" ftrain the citizens of the United States

" from carrying on the African trade for

*' the purpofe of fupplying foreigners with
^' flaves, and of providing, by proper re-

*' gulations, for the humane treatment,

'' during their paflTage, of fiaves imported,

" by the faid citizens, into the States ad-

^^ mitting fuch importation."

" That Congrefs have alfo authority to

^' prohibit foreigners from fitting out vef-

" fels, in any port of the United States,

*' for tranfporting perfons from Africa to

^* any foreign port."

We hope our zeal in this bufmefs will

not
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not be regarded as an improper intrufion

on your councils. We know not of any

concern, in which human beings can be

engaged, more hkely to draw down a

bleffing on their country, than that of

^* doing unto others as they would that

'^ others ftiould do unto them." And, in

the pleafing hope that this folemn truth

will alfo gain a full aflent in your minds,

we fubmit the caufe at prefent ; earneftly

praying, that you may be fo directed, in

the confideration of this important bufi-

nefs, that the refult of your deliberations

may tend to advance the honor of the

United States, and to improve the happi-

nefs of mankind univerfally.

Signed by order, and in behalf of the

Pennfylvania Society for promot-

ing the Abolition of Slavery, &c.

JAMES PEMBERTON,
Prefident.

attefteD,

John M'Crea, ") ^ , .

T T^ ^, \ Secretaries.
Joseph P. Norris, J

Philadelphia, 06tober 3, 1791.
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To the Honorable the Congress of

the UNITED STATES—
«

The PE TIT10N of the Members of the

WASHINGTON SOCIETY, for the

Relief of Free Negroes, and others, un-

lawfully held in Bondage:

SHEWETH,

THAT, inafmuch as, by conftruftion

of the ninth feftion of the firft arti-

cle of the government of the United States,

a traffic to Africa for flaves may be carri-

ed on by fuch of the States as may think

proper to admit flaves
;
your petitioners,

deeply imprefled by the unhappy policy

which rendered fuch a conftruftion of the

faid feftion neceflary, do humbly pray,

that the honorable the Congrefs will, by
law, regulate the traffic, or trade, in fuch

manner, as may leflen the miferies of the

unhappy Negroes on their paffage by fea,

v/hich
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which ufually attend them for want of air,

viftuals, and convenient room—And your

petitioners further pray, that Congrefs

may, fo far as may be confiftent with faid

feftion, difcourage all fuch traffic, by pre-

venting foreigners from bringing flaves to

the United States, and citizens from car-

rying on fuch trade to foreign countries

—And your petitioners, as in duty bounds

will pray.

Signed, on behalf of the members
of the Society,

ANDREW SWEARINGEN,
Vice-Prejident.
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To the Honorable the Congress of

the UNITED STATES—

The MEMORIAL of the Subfcribers,

formed into a Society for the Abolition

of Slavery, &c, in Baltimore :

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

npHAT the objects of their aflbciation

-"L are founded in reafon and humani-

ty. That, in addition to an avowed en-

mity to flavery in every form, your me-

moriahfts, in their exertions, contemplate

a melioration of the condition of that un-

happy part of the human race who are

doomed to fill the degraded rank of flaves

in our country, and a proteftion of the

unhappy fons of Africa, who are entitled

to liberty, but unjuftly deprived of it.

In
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In the profecution of a work of fo much
benevolence, your memorialifts would
gladly claim the affiftance of your honor-

able body ; but, with pain, they obferve,

that the conftitution of the national go-

vernment prohibits all interference, for a

limited time, in the policy of any of the

exifling States, refpecling the migration or

importation of fuch perfons as they {hall

think proper to admit. Whilfl we deem
this reftraint a temporary fanftion to the

partial infraftion of the rights of man, re-

cognifed by the laws of fome of the States,

and fo far a defeft in the noble ftrufture

of our liberties, yet, fuch is our regard to

the original folemn compaft of fociety,

that we folicit no deviation from the prin-

ciples eftablifhed by it. But, as your ho-

norable body has juftly and wifely deter-

mined, '' that you have authority to re-

*' ftrain the citizens of the United States

" from carrying on the African trade, for

" the purpofe of fupplying foreigners with

" flaves, and of providing, by proper re-

" gulations, for the humane treatment,

" during their palfage, of flaves imported

.

"by
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into the States admitting fuch importa-

tion.

Signed by the Members generally.

Similar Petitions were prefented from

Chester-Town Society and Ca-

roline-County Society, ligned by

JAMES M. ANDERSON,
Prefident.

(In behalfJ and by order of Chcfier-Town Society.)

Dated Novem. 19, 1791.

atteft

Daniel M'Curtin, Secretary,

EDWARD WHITE,
Vice-Prefident,

(In behalf and by order of Caroline-County Society,)

Dated Sept. 6, 1791.

tttcft

Cha. Em^ery, Secretary,
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Virginia.

To the Honorable the Congress of

the UNITED STATES of AME-
RICA—

The MEMORIAL of the VIRGINIA
SOCIETY, for promoting the Abolition

of Slavery, and the Relief offree Negroes,

and others, unlawfully held, in bondage,

and for other humane purpofes :

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

'

I
'HAT your memorialifts, fully be-

-*- lieving that " righteoufnefs exalteth

'' a nation/' and that flavery is not only

an odious degradation, but an outrageous

violation of one of the moft effential

rights of human nature, and utterly re-

pugnant to the precepts of the gofpel,

which
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which breathes " peace on earth, good-
" will to men ;" they lament that a prac-

tice, fo inconfiflent with true policy and

the unalienable rights of men, fhould

fubfift in fo enlightened an age, and a-

mong a people profeffing, that all man-

kind are, by nature, equally entitled to

freedom. But, more efpecially, that a

trade to Africa, for the exprefs purpofe

of enflaving and tranfporting that much-

injured and opprefled people from their

native country and connexions, fhould

be continued, or fuffered, by any of the

United States of America.

Your memorialifts do, therefore, re-

quefl, and carneftly intreat Congrefs to

take the premifes into confideration, and

exert the powers they are poffelfed of, in

palling fuch laws as may put a ftop to, or

difcourage, fo unrighteous a traffic ; and

alleviate, as much as poffible, the horrors

and cruelties generally praftifed in the

profecution of the trade, fo contrary to eve-

ry fentiment of humanity and juftice,and

deflru6tive of the lives and temporal hap-

pinefs of that unfortunate race of man-

kind.
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kind. They conceive that an a6l fo lau-

dable, would well become the Reprefen-

tatives of a free people, and be pleafing

in the fig:ht of the merciful Father of all

the families of the earth.

Signed, by appointment, and on be-

half of the faid Society, at their

half-yearly meeting, held in the

town of Manchefter the 5th day of

the 4th month, called April, 1791.

ROBERT PLEASANTS,
PrefidenL

atteft

James Smith, Secretary,

FINIS.
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